Be the Best You Can Be!

RESPECT for yourself, others and the environment

RESPQNSIBILITY for all of youyr actions

Williamston Primary School Update
Term 2 (October - December) 2025

| hope you all had a restful October week. This is always such a busy term with lots of things happening in the run up
to December. | know this is only the second newsletter of the session given my absence, and thank you for the well
wishes received. As this is a short term, we have tried to put all the updates into one newsletter.

Exciting News to Share!

Williamston Primary School have received notification that we are being awarded the Bikeability Scotland Award for
"School of the Year". This will be presented on Monday 10th November 2025 at 11am by Dr Nina Saunders, Cycling
Training Manager, Cycling Scotland.

We have been running Bikeability Level 1 and 2 with our Primary 6 & 7 classes for over 10 years now with Miss Eva
Petkova (Class Teacher), Mary Shaw (Administration Assistant) and in the last year Mrs Melly Hamilton (Pupil
Support Worker).

Please see below the email we received from David Collins, Cycling Scotland:-

In 2025, the annual Bikeability Scotland awards are recognising and celebrating the tremendous
amount of work that went on throughout the 2024-25 academic session. Across Scotland, our
instructors and coordinators helped to ensure that thousands of children participated in Bikeability
Scotland cycle training and benefited from the opportunity to develop essential life skills.

The three categories to be recognised in 2025 are: Instructor of the Year; School of the Year; and the
Keith Fergus Annual Achievement Award. Williamston Primary School were nominated in the School
of the Year category.

Now in it's fifth year, the School of the Year award was conceived by our judging panel, to 'recognise
a school that, through dedication and commitment to cycle training, had a unique or exceptional
Bikeability Scotland journey in 2024-25."

In what was a very competitive field, Williamston Primary School has been selected as the deserving
winner of the Bikeability Scotland 2025 School of the Year.

In awarding the prize, judges commented on the school's commitment and dedication to ensuring
that all pupils have the opportunity to participate in the programme, including Level 2 training for all
P7s; the offer of a fully inclusive training programme, through provision of bikes, helmets and jackets;
the involvement of the wider school community, including the investment of staff time in training as



instructors; and the passionate advocation of cycling as a mode of active travel, reflected in the
number of pupils riding to school each day.

All award winners and highly commended runners-up will be announced via our Cycling Scotland
website and social media on the day of our Cycle Training CPD Event in Stirling on 13th November .

| would like to take the opportunity to thank Mrs Shaw, Miss Petkova and Mrs Hamilton for their passion and
commitment to providing this training to our P6 and P7 children in all weathers!

School Improvement Update
We have been very busy working towards the priorities identified in our last newsletter. Key highlights to date include

e Parents and pupil focus groups asked for views of our vision, values and aims. This will inform our refresh.

e Parent focus group has started to review technology in schools.

e P5identified pupils have had initial Young Leaders training, with an action plan in place alongside Dedridge
Primary School for taking this forward.

e Staff have begun Building Thinking Classrooms professional development as a tool for developing numeracy
in the classroom.

e P5-7 have begun the STEM Space maths project in partnership with Edinburgh University.

e Building racial literacy approaches have been embedded and informed a review of our interdisciplinary
planning (topics the children may be learning about)

e Begun new profiling approaches at P4-7 using My World of Work. We look forward to sharing this with you
later this session.

e Moderation of writing with our cluster colleagues, with valuable professional dialogue to support
professional judgement.

Parental engagement/family learning opportunities have been offered to support —

e P1and new families in P2 - literacy and numeracy. This was a very well attended session with much positive
feedback.

e Technology in schools development work — a series of sessions for a working group of parents to help us
review the use of technology in schools. This work is ongoing and will inform guidance. We thank those
families who contributed to gathering wider parent views beyond the focus group at parent consultation
evenings and via survey.

e Parental engagement event — Trauma informed practice and how we support learners with
regulation/health and wellbeing, led by our Educational Psychologist and leadership team. Although this was
not as well attended as we would have hoped, the feedback from those that attended was very positive. The
presentation has been sent out to all families on the app.

A full copy of our Standards and Quality report for last session 24-25 and the new School Improvement Plan for 25-
26 can be found on our website and has been sent out on the app.

Getting It Right For Every Child
All teachers have trained on new approaches to Getting It Right For Every Child processes. The new guidance means

that the current format and frequency for Child Planning Meetings will change. Instead, there may be education
meetings (parents/carers and school) or Assessment of Needs meetings (parents/carers and school) that may
happen as and when an individual child requires these. At these meetings, the planning process is recorded by all
involved in supporting the child at the time. A child planning meeting is a multiagency meeting and may be convened
by any one of the agencies supporting the child and/or the family. There is no change to the process of Individual
Education Plans (IEPs).



A message from Education Reform - Keeping Families Informed: Share Key Updates on Scottish Education Reform
You may be aware Scotland’s education system is being reformed, this includes the creation of a new qualifications

body, Qualifications Scotland, and a new education inspectorate, with further changes to national education public
bodies occurring throughout the upcoming school year. Improvements to the curriculum and approach to
qualifications, and assessment are also planned in the coming years. This work will enhance outcomes for children
and young people educated in Scotland with the aim of ensuring excellence and equity by raising standards and
giving every child and young person the same opportunity to succeed. Further information can be found on the
Scottish Government’s website

https://www.gov.scot/policies/schools/education-reform/

Pupil Budget Consultation

| had the pleasure of accompanying two of our P6 pupils, Eunice and Fiona to a pupil friendly budget consultation so
that the voice of our learners could inform any potential budget decisions. | will be working alongside Eunice and
Fiona to share what they found out with P5-7 so that all pupils at these stages have an opportunity to have their
views shared with West Lothian Council. The budget consultation has been sent to all families and households. |
would urge you to have a close look at possible considerations for meeting the financial gap.

P7 Leaders

P7 pupils completing their Play Maker training through PE lessons and have been working on their Leadership Skills,
Communication, Responsibility and Motivation. They have been planning activities to deliver to all P1 pupils as part
of an in house sports festival in November. We can’t wait to see all the exciting activities that are planned for our P1
pupils!

Health and Safety
We have a few reminders we would really appreciate your support with at home with, either talking with your child

or for the use of the car park.

e When using bikes or scooters on Bankton Lane, they should be very mindful of pedestrians and consider
speed. We have had a few injuries and near misses with bikes and scooters.

e Upon entering the grounds by any gate, all children should come off their bike/scooter and push this to the
bike/scooter racks. The playgrounds are far to busy for any child to be scooting or cycling.

e All cars using the car park should park in an allocated parent space around the outside of the car park where
the parent/child can safely reach the pavement to walk to school. No child should be crossing the car park.

e Children should not be dropped off in the queue of cars and walking across moving traffic. If late, the car
should still be safely parked and the child use the pavement to access the main office.

e We have 2 blue badge spaces within the school car park and one out with the car park. We do have school
children who require these spaces at both the beginning and end of day with support staff and families
supporting this. If the adult collecting your child holds a blue badge, we would ask that they utilise the blue
badge space outwith the school car park where possible.

e Once the school bus enters the car park at the end of the day, no other vehicles should enter the car park
until the bus leaves. Queuing cars blocking the bus has meant the bus has been unable to leave at the end of
the day.

e The car park line is used for drop off and pick up only using the gate beside the drop off area. This is manned
by support staff from 0830-0850 and 1515 to 1530, however the end of the school day is 1515 and every
effort should be made to collect your child at this time. We only provide staffing beyond the school day
because of the length of the car line. If you wish to collect your child from the classroom door, for example
the P1 door, we ask that you park outwith the school car park and walk in. The drop off area should not be
used to park and walk around the rear of the school.

e Dogs may not enter the school grounds. This is across all West Lothian schools with signage at each gate. If
bringing your dog, it can be tied a little away from the top of the steps please as we have a number of
children who are scared of dogs or have severe allergies. It is also a very busy area with a lot of footfall for


https://www.gov.scot/policies/schools/education-reform/

your dog to be close to! We would also ask that dog owners be mindful of fouling, although we appreciate
this is a wider community issue.

e Should your child arrive after the bell has rung, they should go to the main office. All support staff are
timetabled in classes from 850am and enter the school promptly. The main office records late arrivals as part
of the attendance procedures and also ensure the child has a lunch ordered. The ordering of lunches
happens first thing in class and it can be unsettling for children arriving late to then send orders to the
kitchen.

Thank you for your support.

Office Update
Should you phone the office and the answerphone clicks on, please leave a message. There are occasions where staff
may be away from their desks. The answerphone is checked at key points during the day.

If there is a change of end of day arrangements for your child, please give as much notice as possible for us to get
that information to your child and their teacher, ideally at least one hour.

Where a child is on the register for Simply Play, the child leaves with their staff. We cannot go by the child telling an
adult they think there is a different arrangement.

Uniform

Williamston Primary runs our Winted uniform where we can reuse and recycle nearly new uniform. This is free. All
we ask is that you complete a Form so we can allocate the correct size for your child. This can be accessed at any
time during the academic session. The link to the form and a QR code to take you there are below.

https://forms.office.com/e/FbEfnXjzev

Welcome to Winted - School
Uniform Edition

Parent Body News

New school athletic vests!

The P7 year group who left in June 2025, very kindly gifted their leftover fundraising money to the school. It was
hoped the funds would be used to purchase school branded running vests that could be worn by any pupils taking
part in athletics events where they are representing the school.

The Parent Council have had vests designed and printed and these have now been delivered to the school. We all
look forward to seeing the children wearing them at the next athletics event that we take part in.

& .
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Thank you to the previous P7 year group who made this possible!


https://forms.office.com/e/FbEfnXjzev

WPS Parent Council

Parent Council/PTA meetings will be held on the following dates —

Monday 1st September

Tuesday 25 November — PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE FROM Tuesday 18th November
Monday 19th January

Tuesday 16th March

Monday 11th May

PVG Update and Plea for Helpers!

We welcome parent helpers to support classes with practical activities in school and trips outwith school. Please
note that all parents and carers involved in either the Parent Council, PTA or both are now all required to hold PVGs
as part of the changes to the guidance. There are changes within Disclosure Scotland relating to Parent Councils.

Parent Councils need to be registered with Volunteer Scotland. In order for Williamston Primary to do this, we need
to identify someone in our Parent Council who will be a signatory for all PVGs. We need to have an online
verification of this person ahead of all other Parent Council members. Please contact the school office where Mary
Shaw can assist anyone who wishes to be involved in the Parent Council, PTA or volunteer as a parent helper in
school or for trips. Where we do not have enough parents/carers with PVG checks in place, we may need to cancel
planned trips outside of school. There are strict ratios to be maintained for adults to children depending on the age

of the children in the class.

Diary Dates

Please find below a list of upcoming events in school during this busy term.

31 October
5 November

7 November

10 November
11 November

12 November
13 November
14 November
16 November
17 November
19 November

21 November
25 November

26 November

28 November
3 December

4 December
5 December

8 December

9 December

Fire safety presentations for P6 and P7 classes

Cross country for identified pupils (rescheduled)
Building resilience assembly 1

5.30-6pm ELC vision meeting. All ELC parents welcome
IT parent focus group

P7C JYHS classroom visit as part of transition
Bikeability award presentation

Wellbeing walk for CHAS — see separate details above and on app
6pm prospective parent visit and tour from P7 helpers
Building resilience assembly 2

Community Police visit P1-3 then P4-7

P7W JYHS classroom visit as part of transition

In house sports festival for P1 led by P7

P4 in house trip

Book week Scotland assembly

ELC flu vaccination day

P7C JYHS classroom visit as part of transition

Parent Council/PSA 7pm all welcome — PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATE
P7 SMILE visit as part of transition programme

P6 assembly — parents welcome

P7W JYHS classroom visit as part of transition
Assembly Building Resilience 3 and chaplain

Christmas lunch day! Wear something Christmassy
PSA EVENT — WREATH MAKING 7PM-9PM

IT parent focus group

P7C JYHS classroom visit as part of transition

Nativity dress rehearsal for school

ELC singalong pm — timings TBC

Nativity performance 1 from 9.15am



10 December

11 December

12 December

15 December

16 December

17 December

18 December

19 December

Nativity performance 2 from 9.15am
Transition visit for P7 in school

ELC singalong am - timings TBC

Music event for brass, wind and choir 4pm
Bubblegum and Fluff in house event for P6
P7W JYHS classroom visit as part of transition
P6 party AM

P5 party PM

P4 party AM

P3 party PM

Panto in house trip AM

P7 party PM

P2 party AM

P1 party PM

Christmas singalong for school only

All break for Christmas holiday and return on Monday 5™ January 2026.

Thank you for your continued support.

.E Jane Livingston and Williamston Staff Team .E



